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Staff Senate Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, January 10, 2008 
Old Main, Room 523 
 
Members Present:  Paul Bixby, Renee Clay, Bill Curren, Candy Erbe, Leanna Foshe, Lisa 
Frye, Gerald Golden, Angela Hand, David Lacy, Ronnie Lane, Jeremy McAtee, Javene 
Mounce, Autumn Parker, Michele Payne, Henry Rowe, Teresa Scott, Barbara Taylor, 
Eric Vaught, Jim Wells, Liz Williams and Susan Yell. 
 
Guests Present:  Kathleen Barta and Dana Collins 
 
Members Absent:  Toni Bahn, Donald Blagg, Cat Hopkins, Felisha Perrodin, Diane 
Reynolds and Jeremy Turner. 
 
I. The meeting was called to order by Chair, Paul Bixby at 9:32 a.m. 
II. A motion was made, seconded and approved to adopt the agenda with 
changes.  Changes are “Take off IV. Announcements – Gary Smith and 
replace it with section VI. Old Business” 
III. A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the November 8, 2007 
meeting minutes with corrections. Corrections include section II, “Kenly 
Haley” to “Kenley Haley”.  Section IV, number 1, “The committee met with 
Dana Collins from Human Resources regarding domestic partnership.” to 
“The committee met with Dana Collins from Human Resources regarding 
domestic partnership benefits.” 
IV. Old Business 
A. Dana Collins and Domestic Partner Benefits; Dana Collins from Human 
Resources addressed the Staff Senate on Domestic Partner Benefits 
Proposal.  The proposal is to give equitable treatment to unmarried 
qualifying adults. Dana asked the Staff Senate for a letter of support of the 
concept and continued monitoring of the proposal process.  The proposal 
includes adding a qualifying adult to the following:  health, dental and 
vision insurance, flexible spending accounts, family medical leave, 
bereavement, HPER memberships, tuition benefits, life and disability 
insurance and housing and meal plans. The definition of qualifying adult is 
the following: 
1. Must be single. 
2. Must reside in the same household. 
3. Must be in a relationship six months or more. 
4. Must be 18 years or older. 
5. Must sign an affidavit. 
6. Must have 3 of the 5 items listed below: 
a. Joint mortgage or lease. 
b. Beneficiary of a retirement contract or living will. 
c. Power of attorney for health care and insurance. 
d. Joint ownership of a vehicle. 
e. Joint ownership of a credit, saving or checking account. 
 
After discussion a motion was made, seconded and approved for Chair 
Paul Bixby to write a letter of support for the concept of the proposal and 
to monitor the process. 
 
B. Kathleen Barta and the Tobacco Free Policy; Kathleen addressed the Staff 
Senate on the status of the Tobacco Free Policy and passed out the current 
version of the policy and literature on smoking cessation. Kathleen asked 
Staff Senate if there were any concerns or questions regarding the policy 
that need to be addressed. 
 
V. Standing Committees 
A. Legislative – Eric Vaught; Have not met. 
B. Internal Affairs – Angela Hand;  Issues discussed are: 
1. Communication with elected official using e-mail. 
2. Collaborating with the Communications Committee, they have 
updated the Staff Senate slide for the New Employee Orientation 
and sent it to Carol Jones in Human Resources. 
3. They are compiling a list of concerns regarding tuition benefits. 
C. Scholarship – Leanna Foshe; Have not met; scholarship deadline is May 1, 
2008. 
D. Finance- Leanna Foshe; Have not met, e-mailed finance report 
E. Awards – Diane Reynolds; Not present 
F. Communications – Felisha Perrodin; Not present 
G. Elections – Donnie Blagg; Not present 
H. Safety – Ronnie Lane; Issues discussed are 
1. Inclement Weather Policy 
2. Concerns regarding Lot 44 
3. Lighting on crosswalk and making sure the crosswalk is 
activated properly. 
I. Parking and Transit – Gerald Golden; Have not met.  Went to the campus 
Parking and Transit meeting and discussed the following issues: 
1. Bicycle and scooter parking 
2. Scooter registrations 
J. Employee of the Quarter – Susan Yell; Deadline for nominations for 
Employee of the Quarter is January 15, 2007.  February’s Staff Senate 
meeting will be held in Giffels Auditorium to give out the awards. 
K. Special events -- Michele Payne; Employee picnic will be held on 
Thursday, May 22, 2008.  There will be a contest for Senators who collect 
door prizes again this year.  Each Senator is responsible for getting two 
door prizes.  Each Senator must return the door prizes to Autumn Parker 
by May 8, 2008.  The Committee will invite vendors to set up booths at 
the picnic.  It is suggested that each vendor give an honorarium to the 
Staff Senate scholarship fund. 
 
 
VI. New Business 
A. Tobacco Free Policy Resolution – Paul Bixby; Paul distributed a draft that 
he wrote to the Senators.  The matter was tabled and will be discussed at 
the next Staff Senate meeting in February. 
VII. Announcement – Barbara Taylor; Thanked everyone for their support during 
her time away and for contributions to the Staff Senate scholarship fund in her 
late husband’s memory. 
1. W-2’s will be sent out January 14, 2008. 
2. Benefits will send out an e-mail to employees regarding changes 
that were made to their benefits enrollment. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 11:24 a.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Angela Davis 
